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Global Partners Announce Donation of 500 Millionth Dose of Azithromycin,  
Marking Exceptional Progress to Help Alleviate the Suffering from Trachoma 

 
- Trachoma is the 

http://www.trachoma.org/
http://www.pfizer.com/
http://www.trachomacoalition.org/
http://www.who.int/blindness/causes/trachoma/en/


http://www.trachoma.org/safe-strategy
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we can help ensure that all people of all nations will never have to endure the horror caused by 
trachoma.” 
 
Learn more about Alliance for GET 2020 activities and join the online conversation by using 
#500MillionDoses.  
 
Additional Partner Comments 
 
Ministry of Health of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
“The expansion of the SAFE strategy across Ethiopia is vital in alleviating the sufferings of 
millions of our people and ultimately eradicating trachoma from our soil,” said His Excellency 
Dr. Kesetebirhan Admasu, Minister of Health of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. 
“The burden of trachoma is too high, but with the implementation of SAFE strategies, including 
Pfizer’s donation of Zithromax, and efficient partnership with international partners, we are 
determined to achieve this goal.” 
 
United States Agency for International Development  
“Our work with global allies in the fight against blinding trachoma truly signifies the power of 
collaboration to achieve global health wins. USAID has supported the delivery of Zithromax to 
trachoma-endemic countries around the world since 2007,” said Ariel Pablos-Méndez, assistant 
administrator for Global Health, USAID. “The reach and success of USAID's efforts in trachoma 
under the neglected tropical disease (NTD) Program would not have been possible without the 
tremendous commitment from Pfizer. I congratulate all partners involved in the global 
trachoma effort for achieving this historic milestone.”  
 
The Fred Hollows Foundation  
"Working together with other partners, The Fred Hollows Foundation believes we can eliminate 
trachoma by 2020 and we are ramping up our efforts to tackle the disease in Ethiopia and 
around the world," said Brian Doolan, chief executive officer, Fred Hollows Foundation. 
 
Lions Clubs International Foundation 
“Lions Clubs International Foundation is committed to the elimination of avoidable blindness 
and the Lions SightFirst program is proud to be part of the global effort to eliminate trachoma 
as a public health problem. LCIF has supported the work of local Lions, The Carter Center and 
other NGO partners in Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Niger, Nepal, Nigeria, and other 
countries for more than 15 years,” said Jim Ervin, past president, Lions Clubs International. 
“With the donation of the 500 millionth dose of Zithromax, we mark an important milestone in 
the fight against trachoma. We are making incredible progress, but our work is not done. The 
Lions and LCIF remains committed to the elimination of trachoma in Ethiopia and around the 
world.” 
 
Orbis International  
“The magnitude of this incredible milestone highlights the amazing power of partnerships and 
just what can be achieved when organizations work together towards a common goal. By 



mailto:http://www.who.int/blindness/causes/trachoma/en/


 

 5 

agencies, 

http://www.trachomacoalition.org/
http://www.trachoma.org/
http://www.pfizer.com/


 

 6 

ZITHROMAX is a macrolide antibacterial drug indicated for mild to moderate infections caused 
by designated, susceptible bacteria:  

 Acute bacterial exacerbations of chronic bronchitis in adults 

 Acute bacterial sinusitis in adults 

 Uncomplicated skin and skin structure infections in adults 

 Urethritis and cervicitis in adults 

 Genital ulcer disease in men 

 Acute otitis media in pediatric patients 

 Community-acquired pneumonia in adults and pediatric patients 

 Pharyngitis/tonsillitis in adults and pediatric patients  

ZITHROMAX is not approved in the United States and EU to treat trachoma. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 

 ZITHROMAX is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to azithromycin, 
erythromycin, any macrolide or ketolide drug and in patients with a history of 
cholestatic jaundice/hepatic dysfunction associated with prior use of azithromycin.  

 Serious (including fatal) allergic and skin reactions including Stevens-Johnson syndrome, 
toxic epidermal necrolysis, and Drug Reaction with Eosinophilia and Systemic Symptoms 
(DRESS) have been reported in patients on azithromycin therapy. 

http://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=511
mailto:mgrela@KYNE.com
mailto:biruck1@gmail.com
mailto:neha.wadhwa@pfizer.com
mailto:trachomacoalition@gmail.com

