






Trachoma

We met Tibeltalech Kifelie in 
the village of Wonchit in the South 
Gondar zone of the Amhara Region of 
Ethiopia during an annual trachoma 
campaign for mass distribution of 
antibiotics for trachoma control. 

Tibeltalech has worked as a health 
extension worker in the district for the 
past nine years, including supporting 
nine rounds of mass distribution of 
antibiotics. She said she was a recent 
arrival in Wonchit, working in the 
community for only two months 
prior to the January 2015 mass drug 
administration, but the community’s 

Community Participation Inspires Longtime Health Worker
eagerness to participate in the distribu-
tion impressed her.

In preparation for this annual 
mass distribution, a one-day training 
session attended by Tibeltalech was 
held a week before the event for an 

estimated 12,000 
health workers who 
would be assisting 
with the distribu-
tion. Her efforts as 
a health worker are 
supported by the 
Health Development 
Army, a network 
of community vol-
unteers and model 
family households 
that support health 
activities throughout 
Ethiopia. With the 
support of these vol-
unteers, Tibeltalech 
announced the 
January drug dis-
tribution date at 
community forums 
and churches to 
people living in her 
catchment area, 
known as a kebele. 
Together, they were 
able to successfully 
convey the impor-
tance of this event 
to the roughly 5,000 
people in the kebele.

When we visited Wonchit in 
the middle of the weeklong distribu-
tion campaign, Tibeltalech and a 
team of Health Development Army 
volunteers had distributed drugs in 
three of the five villages within the 
kebele. Tibeltalech credited strong 
social mobilization as the reason that 
community members were very willing 

to take the drugs, and, for that reason, 
she anticipated that her team would 
well exceed their goal of 80 percent 
coverage.

Tibeltalech said she was passion-
ate about providing “health education 
on the 16 health extension packages 
[that workers are tasked with sup-
porting] and encouraging behavior 
change.” She noted that behavior 
change remains the most challeng-
ing component of her job, describing 
how community members are very 
willing to accept education, but actual 
behavior modification takes longer. 
However, Tibeltalech noted, behavior 
change does, in fact, occur.

Finally, Tibeltalech said that over 
the last several years the willingness 
of community members to participate 
in annual mass drug administration 
campaigns has increased, and com-
munity members have noticed that 
the “medicine brings relief.” Because 
of the efforts of Tibeltalech, other 
health extension workers, and the 
Health Development Army volun-
teers throughout Amhara, over 16 
million people have benefited from 
annual treatment with azithromycin 
since 2008.

This article is part of an ongoing series 
about how the Carter Center’s Trachoma 
Control Program affects individuals in 
the countries where it works. Comments 
are not reproduced word for word, but 
typify the spirit of the conversations. 
The author has tried to be faithful to the 
context, content, and tone of the person 
depicted. �
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River 
Blindness

In Memoriam
Aseged Taye
(1963–2015)
River Blindness Officer

It is with great sadness and regret 
that The Carter Center announces the 
sudden passing of Aseged Taye Zeleke 
on May 23, 2015, in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.

Aseged was the only son of father 
Taye Zekele and mother Seblework 
Mekuria. He attended Haile Degaga 
Elementary and Comprehensive High 
School in Arba Minch and attended 
Addis Ababa University (AAU) in 
1980, graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in biology in 1984. 
After graduation Aseged worked as a 
teacher in the rural areas of Ethiopia 
from 1984–2000. While teaching, he 

continued his studies at AAU, obtain-
ing a master’s degree in 1995.

Aseged worked from 2000–2009 
at the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition 
Research Institute as researcher and 
team leader in the parasitology and 
vector biology team. He then moved 
to RTI International, where he worked 
from June 2009–July 2010.

In October 2010, he joined The 
Carter Center, where he was employed 
until the time of his death. During his 
tenure as a river blindness program 
officer, he was known for his organiza-
tion, competence, and determination. 
He contributed much to the office, 
transferring the skills he acquired 
through training, voracious reading, 
and robust fieldwork. Aseged was a 
quiet, unsung hero who will be dearly 
missed by The Carter Center and his 
beloved family and friends. We extend 

our condolences to his son and his 
extended family and friends. �

Aseged Taye

is donated by GlaxoSmithKline.
Treatments for soil-transmitted 

helminths also experienced a great 
increase in 2014, with 7,700,653 
treatments given in areas assisted by 
The Carter Center in Nigeria, nearly 
10 times the amount given in 2013. 
The 2015 target is 10.4 million. The 
medicines used for soil-transmitted 
helminth treatment are donated by 
GlaxoSmithKline (albendazole) and 
Johnson & Johnson (mebendazole).

The Carter Center assisted in 
2,756,257 praziquantel treatments 
for schistosomiasis in Delta, Ebonyi, 
Enugu, Edo, Nasarawa, and Plateau 
states in 2014. The majority of the 
praziquantel used was donated to 
The Carter Center through the 
World Health Organization by Merck 
KGaA (E-Merck) of Germany. 
Complementing USAID funding, 
the Izumi Foundation supports this 
program in four of the six states. The 
treatment target in 2015 is 831,430; 

this is lower than 2014 due to World 
Health Organization guidelines, which 
call for treatment every other year in 
some areas.

Uganda
The Uganda program administered 3.3 
million Mectizan
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