


substantial illness and are a major cause of disease burden that can

last decades, impairing children’s growth, development, physical

fitness, and causing disability and disfigurement [3,20,24,25]. The

most common NTDs have relatively high morbidity and low

mortality [3,25]. There are 17 diseases recognized by the CDC as

NTDs, of which four (onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis, soil-trans-

mitted helminths, and trachoma) can be controlled, or potentially

eliminated, and three eradicated through mass administration of

safe and effective medicines complemented with effective inter-

ventions, such as behavior change programs (dracunculiasis

(Guinea worm), lymphatic filariasis, and taeniasis/cysticercosis)

[20,26]. NTDs are considered ‘‘low-hanging fruit’’ with benefits

beyond disease-specific effects, given marked disease burden

reduction through cost-effective interventions, mass drug admin-

istration, and community-based delivery strategies [4,27]. The toll









the 2010 MDG progress report that succeeded in obtaining

‘‘absolute progress’’ received assistance from the GWEP and

interrupted transmission of GWD (see Table 2). Our research

indicates endemic communities would have continued to suffer

from increased disease burdens, reduced economic productivity,

poor school attendance, and scarce potable water sources had the

GWEP not intervened. In the absence of the GWEP, an estimated

3.5 million new GWD cases would have occurred annually for a

cumulative total of 79.2 million cases from 1986–2010 [53,57].

GWD is expected to be the first parasitic disease to be eradicated,

and the first disease to be eradicated without a vaccine or cure

[4,11]. Eradication is the ultimate ‘‘sustainable’’ improvement in

public health. The case reduction and eventual worldwide

eradication of GWD contributes discernible progress to global
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