










Figure 5

Country

2005 2006

Ethiopia (12) 29 1

Burkina Faso (12) 24 3

Nigeria (12) 120 16

Togo (12) 70 25

Mali (12) 656 323

Cote d'Ivoire (12) 9 5

Niger (12) 175 108

Ghana(12) 3977 4130

Sudan (10) 5306 20300

Total 10366 24911
All countries, excluding 

Sudan and Ghana 1083 481

Overall % change outside of Sudan = -9%
(11) Indicates months for which reports were received, i.e., Jan. - Nov. 2006
* Provisional

Indigenous Cases 
Reported

Number of Indigenous Cases Reported During the Specified Period in 2005 and 2006*, and Percent 
Change in Cases Reported





IN BRIEF: 
 

Sudan.  The South Sudan GWEP detected and cross-notified four cases of dracunculiasis 
imported from the Gambella Region of Ethiopia into the Akobo area of Jonglei State during 
December 2006 (Table 2). These are the very first cases of dracunculiasis ever alleged to be 
exported from a neighboring country into Sudan, since the beginning of the Sudanese 
eradication program in 1994. Insecurity in the Gambella Region of Ethiopia during the last 
2-3 years has severely constrained the Ethiopian Dracunculiasis Eradication Program 

(EDEP) staff’s access to the endemic villages in that region. During 2006 the EDEP reported only one 
indigenous case of dracunculiasis and 2 cases imported from South Sudan. The cases imported into South 
Sudan may be an indication that there is transmission of dracunculiasis in areas of Gambella Region that 




