
Date:  June 14, 1999

From:   WHO Collaborating Center for
Research, Training and Eradication of Dracunculiasis

Subject: GUINEA WORM WRAP-UP #91

To:  Addressees

Detect Every Case, Contain Every Worm!

COUNTRIES OUTSIDE OF SUDAN, NIGERIA, AND GHANA REDUCE DRACUNCULIASIS
BY 69% IN JANUARY-APRIL 1999

The ten endemic countries outside of Sudan, Nigeria and Ghana (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, Côte
d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Togo, and Uganda) have dramatically resumed their collective
march to dracunculiasis eradication.  As illustrated in Figure 1, the ten countries reduced their reported
cases of the disease from 2,121 in January-April 1998, to 654 cases during the same period of 1999, a
reduction of 69.2.  The individual rates of reduction in the ten countries during the 4 month period are:
Chad, 100%; Mauritania, 100%; Burkina Faso, 82%; Uganda, 86%; Cote d’Ivoire, 79%; Niger, 81%;
Mali, 77%; Ethiopia, 74%; Togo, 52%; and Benin, 20%. This four month period includes part of the peak
transmission season in Chad, Uganda, Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Togo, And Benin.  Table 1 and figure 2
show the latest update of cases reported and percent changes in cases by country.   The status of
surveillance in Burkina Faso, however, is still uncertain.
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CHAD (4) 1 100 2 0

MAURITANIA(4) 57 100 4 0

BURKINA FASO (4) 236 NR 129 23

UGANDA (5) 166 100 516 109

COTE D'IVOIRE (5) 161 98 949 200

NIGER (5) 282 100 229 53

MALI (4) 175 61 39 9

ETHIOPIA (5) 46 100 149 62

TOGO (5) 210 100 566 317

BENIN (4) 191 86 172 137

SUDAN (4) 6531 29 6755 6321

NIGERIA (5) 1414 97 6276 6410

GHANA (4) 907 86 2923 4050

TOTAL* 10354 53 18709 17691

TOTAL (without Sudan )* 3823 91 11954 11370
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 *     Provisional. Totals do not include imported cases.
(2)   Denotes number of months for which reports were received, e.g., Jan. - Feb., 1999 
NR   Countries with unknown or low rate of reporting.
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