








focus (in 2008) and finally the Central focus (in 2011).23,24 The
Guatemalan program eliminated onchocerciasis using the twice-
per-year approach ranging from 18 to 28 rounds of treatment (13
to 22 reaching greater than 85% coverage) among the four foci.
Guatemala received WHO verification of onchocerciasis transmis-
sion elimination in 2016 and was the first country to do so utiliz-
ing the revised WHO guidelines issued in 2016.1

Venezuela
Venezuela has interrupted transmission of onchocerciasis in two of
its three foci, where the combined at-risk population is 109 952.
The Northcentral focus has successfully completed the 3 years of
PTS required to declare elimination after 20 rounds of treatment
(17 of which reached greater than 85% coverage) under the twice-
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