


would have increased onchocerciasis nodule prevalence by
3.8% in Moyo District, and by 1.6% in Kanungu District in
the follow-up survey. This is a 66.6% and 33.3% increase in
nodule prevalence in the follow-up survey for the Kanungu
and Moyo districts, respectively. Lastly, widespread neurocys-
ticercosis may be a concern in mass treatment programs that
provide praziquantel (for managing schistosomiasis) or al-
bendazole (for managing intestinal worms or lymphatic fila-
riasis) because these drugs may kill cerebral cysticerci, result-
ing in headache, seizures, and other adverse events.5

We recommend that further studies be conducted to deter-
mine the prevalence of T. solium dermal and neurocysticer-
cosis in both onchocerciasis endemic and non-onchocerciasis
endemic communities to assess the prevalence of T. solium in
onchocerciasis endemic communities and the attributable
fraction of epilepsy that might be due to one or another con-
dition. A case control study in onchocerciasis endemic areas
with reported epileptic seizures could help in assessing to
what extent T. solium is the actual cause of epileptic seizures
in onchocerciasis endemic areas.
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