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Vaccination costs
In high-income and middle-income countries a full 
course of rotavirus vaccine costs about US$ 70–200 per 
child in the private sector. In Latin America, the Pan 
American Health Organization’s Revolving Fund for 
Vaccine Procurement obtains the vaccine at a cost of 
about US$ 16 per child immunized in the public sector. 
A total of 72 low-income countries (with gross national 
income <US$ 1000 per capita) are eligible for vaccine 
subsidies from the GAVI Alliance that cover most of the 
cost of the vaccine, leaving the countries with a co-
payment of about US$ 0.30 per child. WHO now strongly 
recommends the inclusion of rotavirus vaccination into 
the national immunization programmes of all regions 
of the world.2

Continuing Challenges
Challenges remain in preventing morbidity and mortal-
ity from rotavirus infection. The observation of reduced 
immunogenicity of vaccines in developing countries 
warrants further study, although the vaccines remain 
cost effective in low-income settings. Given the presence 
of maternal antibodies in infants and of neutralizing 
antibodies against vaccine strains in breast milk, the 
effi cacy of vaccine schedules should be considered as 






