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ing Ó85% treatment coverage of eligible populations. 
The OEPA partnership includes the governments of 
countries where the disease is endemic, the Carter  
Center, PAHO, the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the Lions Clubs International 
Foundation and local Lions Clubs, the United States  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation, several universities/insti-
tutes, and the Merck/Mectizan Donation Program.

WHO certiþcation guidelines for onchocerciasis elimina-
tion published in 2001 stipulate that in areas where trans-
mission has been interrupted and MDA has been stopped, 
a post-treatment surveillance (PTS) period of at least  
3 years is needed before O. volvulus can be declared to have 
been eliminated and the resident population no longer 
at risk of infection. When PTS has been completed for 
all foci in a country, the Ministry of Health may request 
a visit by an international veriþcation team (IVT), con-
stituted by WHO in coordination with PAHO. To date, 
Colombia is the only country in the world to have suc-
cessfully completed the WHO veriþcation process.

Ecuador
At the initiation of the OEPA in 1992, the Esmeraldas 
Focus of Ecuador was considered to represent one of the 
greatest challenges in the region to proving that trans-
mission of onchocerciasis could be interrupted using a 
strategy of twice yearly ivermectin MDA. This was due 
to the fact that the main vector in Ecuador, S. exiguum, 
is highly efþcient and comparable to those in Africa. De-
tails of the initial success of the Ecuador MDA program 
were reported in the WHO Weekly Epidemiological Re-
cord.1 MDA was halted in Ecuador in 2010, and PTS was 
successfully completed in 2012. In October 2012, OEPAõs 
steering committee (the Program Coordinating Commit-
tee ð PCC) recommended that the Ministry of Health of 
Ecuador þle a request to WHO for an IVT visit. The 23rd 
annual InterAmerican Conference on Onchocerciasis 
(IACO 2013) was held in Quito, Ecuador in November 
2013 to celebrate the occasion of Ecuadorõs þling its for-
mal request to PAHO/WHO for veriþcation of elimina-
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Map 1 Onchocerciasis in the Americas and transmission status in 2014
Carte 1  L’onchocercose dans les Amériques et la situation de la transmission en 2014
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þlariae in skin) have been targeted to receive 4-times-
per-year (quarterly) treatment in an effort to hasten the 
elimination of the disease. A total of 12 168 persons were 
eligible for the quarterly treatment in 2013, of whom 79% 
were treated during the þrst round, 81% during the sec-
ond, 81% during the third, and 83% during the fourth. 
In 2014, 13 532 individuals are being targeted for quar-
terly treatment. In 2013, 7857 persons, resident in less 
highly endemic communities, were eligible to receive the 
standard twice yearly treatment in the Yanomami Area, 
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Sao Tome and Principe – Sao Tomé-et-Principe 1 2.18 100% 0 0 0 0
Senegal – Sénégal  112 2.90 88% 0 0 0 0
Seychelles ND
Sierra Leone  57 2.91 95% 0 0 0 0
South Africa – Afrique du Sud 246 2.39 79% 0 0 0 0
South Sudan4 162 1.74 94% 0 0 0 0
Swaziland 7 2.40 71% 0 0 0 0
Togo 63 2.95 90% 0 0 0 0
Uganda – Ouganda 342 2.73 85% 0 0 0 0
United Republic of Tanzania – 
 République-Unie de Tanzanie 456 3.28 95% 0 0 0 0
Zambia – Zambie 144 3.60 92% 0 0 0 0
Zimbabwe 120 3.47 92% 0 0 0 0

Region of the Americas – Région des Amériques (AMR)

Argentina – Argentine 70 1.02 76% 0 0 0 0
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) – Bolivie (État 
 plurinational de)  27 1.10 74% 0 0 0 0
Brazil – Brésil 119 0.33 77% 0 0 0 0
Canada 6 0.16 17% 0 0 0 0
CAREC – Centre d’épidémiologie des Caraïbes* 22 1.82 45% 0 0 0 0
Chile – Chili 42 1.62 69% 0 0 0 0
Colombia – Colombie 78 0.90 73% 0 0 0 0
Costa Rica 14 1.75 86% 0 0 0 0
Cuba 7 0.58 86% 0 0 0 0
Dominican Republic – République dominicaine 12 0.54 83% 0 0 0 0
Ecuador – Equateur 15 0.54 60% 0 0 0 0
El Salvador 32 2.10 88% 0 0 0 0
Guatemala 17 0.40 47% 0 0 0 0
Haiti – Haïti 8 0.32 88% 0 0 0 0
Honduras  31 1.63 90% 0 0 0 0
Mexico – Mexique 354 1.76 67% 0 0 0 0
Nicaragua 17 1.26 94% 0 0 0 0
Panama 9 1.30 67% 0 0 0 0
Paraguay 9 0.61 33% 0 0 0 0
Peru – Pérou 30 0.53 77% 0 0 0 0
United States of America – États-Unis d’Amérique  ND   0 0 0 0
Uruguay 2 0.40 100% 0 0 0 0
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) – Venezuela 
 (République bolivarienne du)  31 0.53 74% 0 0 0 0

* These countries have been grouped together for reporting purposes. — Ces pays ont été regroupés dans le but de déclarer des cas.

Eastern Mediterranean Region – Région de la Méditerranée orientale (EMR) 

Afghanistan 1 481 13.85 93% 8 0 14 3
Bahrain – Bahrein 13 10.17 100% 0 0 0 0
Djibouti 1 0.47 0% 0 0 0 0
Egypt – Egypte 630 3.56 90% 0 0 0 0
Iran (Islamic republic of) – Iran (République  
 islamique d’) 480 3.57 96% 0 0 0 0
Iraq 394 4.60 89% 2 0 0 0
Jordan – Jordanie 27 1.80 100% 0 0 0 0
Kuwait – Koweit 12 2.37 100% 0 0 0 0
Lebanon – Liban 22 2.99 59% 0 0 0 0
Libya – Libye 29 2.07 100% 0 0 0 0
Morocco – Maroc 71 1.15 66% 0 0 0 0
Oman 16 2.75 75% 0 0 0 0
Pakistan 2 778 6.53 91% 117 16 93 48
Qatar 5 3.77 100% 0 0 0 0
Saudi Arabia – Arabie saoudite 129 2.15 96% 0 0 0 0
Somalia – Somalie 280 8.95 96% 4 0 194 1
Sudan – Soudan 260 2.34 97% 0 0 0 0
Syrian Arab Republic – République arabe syrienne 149 2.85 90% 1 0 35 0
Tunisia – Tunisie 26 1.54 88% 0 0 0 0
United Arab Emirates – Emirats arabes unis 13 1.89 100% 0 0 0 0

Country/area  Performance of AFP surveillance, 2014 Poliomyelitis cases
Pays/territoire  Fonctionnement de la surveillance de la PFA, 2014 Cas de poliomyélite

  Annualized AFP cases with 2014 2013
 AFP cases non-poliomyelitis adequate WPV1 cVDPV23 WPV1 cVDPV2
 reported AFP rate1 specimens2 PVS1  PVDV2c3 PVS1  PVDV2c
 Cas de PFA Taux de PFA Cas de PFA avec  
 signalés non poliomyélitique échantillons conformes2  

  annuel1 
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Country/area  Performance of AFP surveillance, 2014 Poliomyelitis cases
Pays/territoire  Fonctionnement de la surveillance de la PFA, 2014 Cas de poliomyélite
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