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and using the Covid-19 crisis as a pretext. One participant mentioned that the cyber 
units in the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Strategic Affairs have been 
intensifying smear campaigns online, portraying Palestinians as “terrorists.” Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has also been successful at cultivating a “new right” 
that frames anyone who opposes his policies as an enemy. 
 
Human rights advocates are being targeted and censored on social media, especially 
Facebook, including being detained and charged with crimes. Administrative 
detention has also increased.  
 
Participants mentioned that the crackdown on foreign funding and human rights 
advocates, combined with the political climate, was having a chilling effect on 
European support for Palestinians in Israel. “Donors are afraid to work in this field,” 
and to the extent that they are engaged are contributing more to soft social projects 
like “women’s empowerment” and other social issues. The exception cited was the 
British Council. 
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