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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

Despite a government offensive on Tal Mallah at the end of the reporting period, 
frontlines remained static between government territory and the Hayyat Tahrir 
Ash Sham (HTS)-dominated Idleb enclave (Figure 2). Government aerial and 
ground bombardments continued to impact the pocket, with 273 incidents 
recorded this week including reports of internationally prohibited cluster 
munitions (Figure 3).  
 

 

Figure 2: Current Frontlines in the northwest of Syria as of 28 July 2019 with Qasabiyeh town 
highlighted in Red. 

 

                                                        
1 Figure 1 denotes dominant actors’ control and influence. Russia, Iran, Hezbollah and Iraqi militias 
maintain a presence in Syrian government-dominated territory. Non-state organized armed 
groups (NSOAG), including the Kurdish dominated, US backed SDF and a variety of other groups 
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(Figure 4). 

 

Figure 4: Former ISIS dominated areas in southern Syria (black) and locations of claimed attacks in 
2019 (red).  

Explosive device activity also impacted southern Damascus this week. On 22 July 
an IED placed in a vehicle detonated in the Nahr Eshe area, in the north of the 
Kadam neighbourhood. It was the eighth explosive device to impact the capital 
this year following an attack on 27 June in the Mezzeh area of the city. As previous 
reported, such activity has increased since April.  

Both ISIS and the newly established Saraya Qasioun claimed the attack that 
targeted a National Defence Force (NDF) commander. However, both groups have 
made unreliable claims of attacks in the capital in the past. 

Also in the capital, one of two armed robberies targeting the same money transfer 
company was recorded in Damascus this week. On the afternoon of the 25 July, 
armed men robbed the Al Haram Money Transfer Company in the Qudsaya suburb 
north of Damascus City. During the incident, the branch manager was killed and 
two civilians injured. Another armed robbery targeted an Al Haram Money 
Transfer Company branch in the Jableh area of Latakia Governorate on the same 
day.  

In central areas of the country, ongoing ISIS activity continued to target 
government patrols this week. At least three ambushes took place in the Al 
Mayadin desert on 21, 26, and 27 July that resulted in over 20 government 

/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/0_weekly_conflict_summary_24to30june2019_final.pdf
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https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1153365909987311616
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Figure 6: Recorded demonstrations against the SDF in the northeast of Syria in 2019 

Elsewhere, Turkish forces in Turkey fired into Syria three times at the start of the 
week; shelling the Tal Allouk and Ras al Ain areas of northern Hassakeh 
Governorate as well as opening fire at a vehicle near Ain al Arab in Aleppo 
Governorate. There have only been seven recorded cases of Turkish military 
forces firing into Syria prior to these attacks, occurring in July (1), May (2), April 
(2) and January (2). Previous activity has focused on the Ras al Ain sub-district 
that recorded 4 of the 10 events in 2019. The remaining six events were split 
between five other sub districts.4 

### 

                                                        
4 Tall Abiad (2),  Ain al Arab (1), Malikyyeh (1), Lower Shyookh (1) and Hassakeh (1) 


