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OVERVIEW OF NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

 
Figure 2: Areas of control in northwest Syria. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 
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Turkish-SDF Conflict 

 
Figure 5: 
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Turkish-backed opposition group Syrian National Council call on Turkey to 
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Figure 12: The number of conflict events in northeast Syria by month since January 2021. Data from 
The Carter Center and ACLED.  

 
The Battle Against ISIS 

 
Figure 13: Conflict events involving ISIS in Syria between 1 April to 30 June 2021. Largest bubble 
represents 24 conflict events. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 

 
During the second quarter of 2021, there was an increase in ISIS-related conflict 
events across Syria.  Some military operations against ISIS have seen some success 
in reducing high-casualty attacks as well as decreasing violence.  
 
Fighting between ISIS and GoS armed forces accounted for 139 conflict events. 
During the reporting period, GoS armed forces and its allies mobilized multiple 
military and militia forces to battle against ISIS in the Badia desert region. In 
addition, the SDF has launched multiple anti-ISIS operations in western Deir-ez-
Zor Governorate, including along the Syria-Iraqi border. 26  Although ISIS still 
manages to conduct attacks, analysts have argued that the military operations 
against ISIS have led to a decrease in the number of casualties from ISIS attacks.
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Conscription in KAA 

 
Figure 14: Protests and conscription-related events in SDF-controlled areas of Syria between 1 April 

to 30 June. Largest bubble represents 6 conflict events. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 

 
In the second quarter of 2021, the KAA saw increased protests and criticism of its 
internal policies. The KAA’s forced conscription campaign has drawn the most 
criticism, with occasional protests against rising fuel prices and discontent over 
the economic situation in northeast Syria. 29  In 2019, the KAA issued a 
controversial conscription law for territories under its control.30 People in the 
region argue that the forcible recruitment and arrests by SDF have disrupted 
economic life.31 A February 2021 report by 
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other groups could take advantage of the unrest.34 While the KAA touts its human-
rights centered Social Contract as an alternative to repressive rule under the 
Syrian government, incidents of forced conscription degrade its credibility and 
relationship with non-Kurdish groups living in its territory.  
 
 
Euphrates River Dispute 
 

 
Figure 15: Dams along the Euphrates River. Dams are sized according to reported storage capacity 
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Qamishli and Al-Hassakah cities are under the control of the SDF while a few 
neighborhood pockets are under the control of the GoS. This has caused tension 
between the SDF and the GoS soldiers, occasionally escalating into clashes 
between the two sides. In the first quarter of 2021, GoS armed forces and the SDF 
besieged the other’s neighborhoods in Aleppo and Al-Hassakah Governorate.43 An 
agreement in February led to the end of the sieges, but tensions continued. Then, 
a spate of reciprocal arrests led to clashes between the SDF-affiliated Asayish 
(Internal Security Forces) and the GoS-backed National Defense Forces (NDF) 
between 20

/news/publications/peace/conflict-summary-quarterly-jan-mar-2021.pdf
/news/publications/peace/conflict-summary-quarterly-jan-mar-2021.pdf
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/490550
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/07/kurdish-parties-split-over-russian-invitation-dialogue-syrian-government
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/07/kurdish-parties-split-over-russian-invitation-dialogue-syrian-government
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/da53bac5490848c79d356cf94108241c
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2021/04/russias-pressure-tactics-against-us-backed-sdf-in-northeastern-syria/
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2021/04/russias-pressure-tactics-against-us-backed-sdf-in-northeastern-syria/
https://tinyurl.com/4fy46kb4

