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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY 
 
¶ NORTHWEST | Hayyat Tahrir al Sham (HTS) has emerged as the key player 

in the northwest after widespread territorial gains against Harikat Nour al-
Din al-Zinki in Western Aleppo and Idleb governorates.  

¶ SOUTH | The killing of Al Qaeda-aligned, formerly Idleb based, Abu 



https://twitter.com/Elizrael/status/1081584594959454211
https://www.adoptrevolution.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/2017_11_10_HTS_Studie-eng.pdf
https://twitter.com/ajaltamimi/status/1082317129611964416
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https://www.france24.com/en/20190102-syria-rebel-jihadist-clashes-intensify-50-dead
https://www.almodon.com/arabworld/2018/12/31/%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88-%D8%AC%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A
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operatives from Idleb into Syrian government-controlled areas of Syria should be 
of concern.  
 
NORTHEAST SYRIA 
Following last month’s gains around Hajin town, Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
continued to advance south eastwards along the Euphrates River in Deir Ez Zor 
Governorate. By 6 January 2019, SDF forces had reached the village Al Shafah and 
were being supported by the US-led Coalition, despite last month’s announcement 
of an immediate US withdrawal from Syria on 19 December 2018, now 
downgraded to a gradual pull out.4  
 
At least 469 airstrikes by US-led Operation Inherent Resolve were recorded in 
Syria since mid-December until the end of the month, building on the 470 events 
recorded during the first half of December 2018, and representing a significant 
increase from earlier in the year. 5  Additionally, two British Special Forces 
members were injured in an ISIS rocket attack near Deir ez Zor on 5 January. As 
such, it appears that the tempo of the anti-ISIS efforts in this part of Syria have yet 
to be affected by the developments of US policy in the past month. 
 
However, ISIS demonstrated that it remains a considerable force, launching a 
complex attack on 1 January when a lar
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/05/two-british-special-forces-soldiers-injured-by-isis-in-syria
https://southfront.org/isis-fighters-cross-euphrates-river-and-kill-more-than-20-syrian-service-members/
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly-conflict-summary-2018.12.10-16.pdf
http://www.inherentresolve.mil/News/Strike-Releases/



