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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

The focus of the Government of Syria (GoS) 
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Figure 2: GoS Advances in Northwest Syria in 2020 and Turkish attacks behind GoS frontlines (green 
circles). Data from ACLED and The Carter Center. 

In the Tall Rifaat area, elevated levels of artillery and small arms fire exchanges 
between the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) and Turkish backed groups 
continued. Thirty-two exchanges in 23 areas were recorded by ACLED during the 
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shelled GoS military positions in Hurriyeh (x2), Al Qahtaniya (x2), Quneitra City 
(x2), and in Hadar, where they struck a GoS-aligned, Popular Resistance for the 
Liberation of Golan (PRLG) group vehicle. As reported earlier this month, Israeli 
attacks regularly target GoS locations across southern Syria. However, it is only 
the second time that the PRLG has been attacked by Israeli strikes.9 

IEDs detonations again struck areas around Damascus. On 25 February, an IED 
detonated against a vehicle in the Qanawat neighbourhood. On 29 February, there 
were two explosions near the Al Raya institute in the northern Qudsaya suburbs. 
Of the six IED attacks recorded in Damascus by ACLED in 2020, five have occurred 
in the previous two weeks. 

NORTHEAST SYRIA 

There was a reduction in artillery and small arms fire exchanges between Turkish-
backed opposition groups and US-backed, predominantly Kurdish Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF)/GoS forces around Turkish occupied Operation Peace 
Spring areas this week. Only 10 events in 9 areas were recorded by ACLED, which 
is half the number compared to the previous week. It is the first time in 5 weeks 
conflict around Operation Peace Spring areas has decreased. 

Small arms fire and IED attacks against SDF personnel along the Euphrates and 
Khabour River Valleys continued this week. There were attacks against SDF 
patrols in Shadadah, al Izba (x2), Markada and Hawaij. In Hajin, an IED detonated 
inside the garage of an SDF-aligned municipal building on 29 February. It is the 
most southerly attack against an SDF aligned-building since March 2019 (Figure 
5).10 

 

Figure 4: Attacks against SDF-affiliated buildings in northeast Syria since 24 March 2019. Data 
from ACLED and The Carter Center.  

### 

 
9 On 21 July 2019, a missile struck the vehicle of a commander of the Popular Resistance for the 
Liberation of the Golan in Sa'sa' in Rural Damascus Governorate. 
10 When the last ISIS stronghold in Syria, Baghuz al Fawqani, was captured by SDF forces on 23 
March 2019. 

 

/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/weekly-conflict-summary-10to16feb2020.pdf

