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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

Government of Syria (GoS) troops captured Khan Sheikhun and the area south of 
the town in northern Hama Governorate this week after the withdrawal of various 
armed groups, including Jaish al Izza, from the area on 23 August.2 In the following 
days, GoS forces entered the main towns of Kafr Zeita, Latamenah and Morek, 
where a Turkish Military Observation post is located – now isolated from the rest 
of the Idleb de-escalation zone.  

Sporadic fighting was recorded in some areas, as GoS forces consolidated their 
gains, including one event where a Russian national was killed in Khan Sheikhun. 
According to pro-government sources, the individual was a private military 
contractor. Further north, GoS aerial and ground bombardments continued to 
impact major urban centers in southern Idleb throughout the week, especially 
Tah, Tamaniyah, Kafr Nabel, Jarjanaz, Maniz, and Maraat al Numan towns, among 
others.  

GoS attempt

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/syria-war-armed-rebels-withdraw-idlib-khan-shaikhoun-190820063255105.html
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-soldier-killed-during-battle-of-khan-sheikhoun-report/
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/time/25.08.2019
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-armys-4th-division-resumes-offensive-to-capture-jihadist-mountain-stronghold/
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1165705792462499840
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/frustrated-jihadists-attack-largest-russian-airbase-in-syria/
https://tass.com/world/1074688
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Figure 2: Frontlines in the northwest of Syria as of 25 August 2019 with recaptured areas in grey. 

There were signs of an HTS crackdown on descent inside the Idleb enclave this 
week, with HTS authorities 

http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138512
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138413
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/21-august-afrin-liberation-forces-at-least-three-turkishbacked
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/19-august-al-bab-heavy-clashes-between-afrin-liberation-forcessaa
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-august-sporadic-clashes-took-place-between-the-opposition
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-august-clashes-between-the-hre-and-tfsa-at-milkiyah-and
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-august-clashes-ongoing-at-milkiyah-maranaz-harbul-ayn
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/20-august-tel-rifaat-turkish-army-is-shelling-the-villages
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/20-august-tel-rifaat-turkish-army-is-shelling-the-villages
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/20-august-tel-rifaat-turkish-army-is-shelling-the-villages
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-august-turkish-armed-forces-artillery-units-are-targeting
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-sends-reinforcements-to-western-daraa-to-launch-potential-offensive-against-fsa-hts-cells/
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138130
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1165330215532449792
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138239
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138221
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138449
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138655
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For more on conflict dynamics on southern Syria, see our ‘Special Report: Conflict in 
Southern Syria | August 2018 – July 2019.’ 

In central areas of the country, GoS forces conducted rocket and artillery 
bombardments, while Russian aircraft conducted several airstrikes, on suspected 
ISIS locations in the desert areas between Deir ez Zor and Mayadeen towns. These 
were the first Russian/Syrian airstrikes in the region since April and coincide with 
a major government anti-ISIS operation underway in southeast Deir Ez Zor 
governorate. 

On the evening of 24 August, an Israeli airstrike targeted an alleged Iranian 
Republican Guard Corps (IRGC) site close to Kisweh town, south of Damascus. Pro-
government sources reported that five Hezbollah members had been killed in the 
attack. The event prompted a rare 

/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/update_conflict_in_south_syria_aug2019.pdf
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/update_conflict_in_south_syria_aug2019.pdf
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-air-force-unleashes-large-attack-on-isis-in-eastern-syria/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/israeli-strikes-kill-5-members-of-hezbollah-in-syria/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-says-quds-force-team-arrived-in-syria-months-ago-to-prepare-for-drone-attack-1.7739155
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138395
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/22-august-the-sdf-has-withdrawn-about-180-soldiers-since
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/24-august-tell-abyad-international-coalition-and-us-helicoptersaircrafts
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between the US and Turkey over a proposed “safe zone” along Syria’s northern 
border.

https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/25-august-two-explosions-were-heard-in-the-eastern-syrian
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138742
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138641
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138132
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138232
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138222
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138358
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138228
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=138358

