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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

Following early indications of government action in the northwest in previous 
weeks, this week saw the beginning of government advances into the Hayyat 
Tahrir ash Sham (HTS)-dominated Idleb pocket. In conjunction with high levels of 
aerial and ground bombardments (400 events this week), government and aligned 
forces2 broke through frontlines at Tal Uthman hill , north of Suqlabiyah town. 
Government forces then advanced on the opposition hub of Kafr Nabudah town, 
to the east, taking it on 8 May (Figure 3). 
 

 
Figure 2: Government (blue) and NSOAG (red) activity in the northwest of Syria in 2019. 

 
HTS and other opposition groups withdrew from villages around Madiq Castle,3 
allowing the government to regain control of the southwest corner of the enclave 
by 10 May. By the end of the week, government forces had also captured Shar’ah 
and Msheirah Shamaliah towns. At the time of writing, government activity was 
focused on two fronts, northwards along the Shahshabu mountain range that leads 
to Jebal Zawiyah, and eastwards, towards Al Habit town on the Khan Sheikhoun 
axis (Figure 3). 
 
Despite the loss of territory, HTS and other opposition groups4 continued their 
shelling campaign on government-dominated areas. This week saw an increase in 
this activity compared to previous weeks, with at least 13 bombardments 
impacting the towns of Jeb al Ahmar, Maghir, Karim, Braideel, Sheikh Hadid, 
Sokkariyah, Sifafiyeh, Hiyalin, Tel Sakkin as well as Aleppo City.  

 

                                                        
1 Figure 1 denotes dominant actors’ control and influence. Russia, Iran, Hezbollah and Iraqi militias 
maintain a presence in Syrian government-

https://twitter.com/obretix/status/1127579056806006785
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1127545183602712576
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Figure 3: Direction of Government advances (red arrows) in northwest Syria May 2019. 
 

Long-range Grad missiles also targeted Nayrab Airbase near Aleppo City, 
government locations near Maghir and Suqalabiyah towns, as well as toward the 
Russian operated Hameimim Airbase in Lattakia Governorate. 

At least one HTS attack was recorded behind government lines in the Tal Rasho 
area of Lattakia Governorate on 12 May. The incident involved several suicide 
attackers assaulting a government position and resulted in a number of casualties 
according to pro-government sources. 

This week’s activity continued to impact the civilian population in the northwest. 
Large IDP movements were recorded from southern areas to northern areas of the 
northwest. UNOCHA stated up to 180,000 people have been displaced from 
southern Idleb since 29 April. Further two medical facilities were taken out of 
service by airstrikes, while Syrian civil defence centres across opposition-held 
northern Hama continued to be affected by the conflict.  

Elsewhere in the northwest, low levels of conflict were recorded in the Tal Rifaat 
area,5  with just three instances of shelling exchanges between the YPG and 
Turkish backed opposition groups. Such activity is in contrast to the previous 
week’s spike in conflict, that resulted in Turkish backed opposition groups’ 

                                                        
5 

https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/jihadist-special-forces-carry-out-operation-behind-syrian-army-lines-several-soldiers-killed/
https://twitter.com/KreaseChan/status/1126935685334740993
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1126292625143861248
https://twitter.com/SyriaCivilDef/status/1128055999087071233
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temporarily taking over three villages in the enclave.  

Two contingents of government troops arrived in the Tal Rifaat area this week. 
The first  arrived on 6 May with as many as 200 soldiers and armoured units 
stationed in Ard Ahras town, south of Tal Rifaat city. The second, saw a contingent 
from the 30th division arrive to Tal Rifaat City a day later.  These were the first 
government troop movements to the area this year. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL SYRIA 

Low level attacks against government-aligned personnel and former opposition 
fighters in the south continued this week with four attacks recorded. Three 
occurred in Daraa Governorate; targeting a former Free Syrian Police commander 
in Daraa al Balad, a contingent of National Defence Force members on the road 
from Izra to Bosra al Harir, and an Airforce Intelligence officer in Um Elmayathin 

https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrians-protest-government-fuel-crisis-in-sweida/
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Zor and Baghuz towns.7 These continued to focus on SDF arrest policies, the lack 
of provision of basic services, the high prices of goods, and the perceived unfair 
distribution of local oil resources, especially to government areas. 

                                                        
7 In Tayyana, Abu Hardoub, Shiheil, Basira, Daman, and Thiban towns. 


