




What have states done to minimize the number of rejected provisional ballots?

Provisional ballot rates, as a total of all ballots cast, are very low. Rejection rates, however, vary dramatically 
across the states, with some rejecting the majority of provisional votes. 

It is difficult to assess whether high rejection rates have negative implications for voters. Because some of 
the reasons to cast a provisional ballot affect registered voters, states have adopted formal and informal 
practices to minimize the number of provisional ballots cast and rejected. 

One of the most impactful is the adoption of vote centers, which remove the precinct assignment for voters. 
This policy directly eliminates the need to cast an “out-of-precinct” provisional ballot. 

To promptly inform voters about the status of their provisional ballot, which federal law requires, states have 
created online tools voters can use to access and resolve issues so that their provisional ballots will count.

Election administrators have also adopted the informal policy of directing voters to their correct precinct or 
county – or asking them to retrieve their ID and then return to vote via a regular ballot, which will be counted. 

I voted using a provisional ballot. What do I do now?

Please call your local elections office as soon as possible to verify the deadline for submitting any additional 
information (such as an ID) that may be necessary for your vote to be counted.

(Lia Merivaki is a member of the Carter Center’s U.S. Election Expert Study Team and an assistant professor 
in American politics at Mississippi State University. She is an expert in election sciences, particularly the 
study of voter registration reforms and their impact on equal access to voting. You can learn more about 
her work at www.merivaki.com.)

Another common reason that provisional ballots are rejected is because voters fail to show up to their local 
elections office after Election Day to show their ID. In states with strict voter ID laws, these deadlines are 
tight. 

Provisional ballots cast because voters turned out to vote in the wrong county or precinct may partially 
count, meaning that their votes for federal or statewide races will count but not those cast in local races.  

Voters who were removed from the list because of an administrative error will have their provisional ballot 
counted. 




