Provisional Ballots




There are many reasons why voters may cast a provisional ballot, and they can be divided into three
categories:
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Why are provisional ballots rejected?
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What have states done to minimize the number of rejected provisional ballots?
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| voted using a provisional ballot. What do | do now?
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(Lia Merivaki is a member of the Carter Center’s U.S. Election Expert Study Team and an assistant professor
in American politics at Mississippi State University. She is an expert in election sciences, particularly the
study of voter registration reforms and their impact on equal access to voting. You can learn more about
her work at www.merivaki.com.)





